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MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT PATRICIA S. CRAIG

Dear Camp Hill Community,

In mid-March, I had the privilege of attending an Education
Congress and listening to a powerful presentation by Jamie
Vollmer, entitled Schools Cannot Do This Alone: Student Success in
an Age of Rising Expectations. Jamie Vollmer J.D., is president of
Vollmer, Inc., author, lecturer, writer and producer of the video
series The Great Conversation. His book, Schools Cannot Do It
Alone, tells the provocative story of a businessman’s journey
through the land of public education, and his transformation from
critic to award-winning advocate of America’s Public Schools. 

CAMP HILL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
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One of the most powerful messages Mr. Vollmer delivered during his presentation was,
“This, right now, is Public Education’s most hopeful time.” As I reflected on his message and
his Pre-Requisites of progress, all of which start with the word Community: Community
Understanding, Community Trust, Community Permission, Community Support, I was very
much reminded of our Camp Hill Community. I was reminded that our long-standing District
Vision Statement has Community Strength in the center and at its core. I was reminded that
in a time when public education has become the target of criticism by so many individuals
and groups, that The Camp Hill School District has and will always be the cornerstone of our
community. I was reminded that despite the fiscal challenges we face, we are so incredibly
fortunate that our academic, athletic, arts and drama programs take center stage and 
continue to prove their value to our children, our families and the entire community. I was
reminded that our community members, regardless of whether or not they currently have
children attending our schools, continually provide us with feedback that expresses support,
joy, and appreciation for how our schools are beacons for bringing the entire community
together. I was reminded of the fact that we have a sense of belonging in the Camp Hill
School District that is not only something special, it is second to none. 

Public schools are places where children from all socio-economic backgrounds are able to
learn, work and play together every day as they grow up and matriculate through the 
system. Public schools provide our children in Camp Hill and across the nation a unique
opportunity to see and experience the value of diversity. Public schools strengthen our 
communities. Camp Hill is a true testament to that fact. The challenge for all of us moving
forward is to accept the charge to support and promote what is good about public 
education. We must share, widely and often, what our schools are able to provide for so
many children and communities across the commonwealth and the nation. I welcome all of
you to join me in this incredibly important effort.

We thank you for your continued support, for partnering with us to empower our students
to achieve their full potential, and for helping us to make every day a great day to have Lion
PRIDE!
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MAY
2        MS/HS Band Concert, 7 PM, TPC
5 Eisenhower May Fair
8        Elementary Chorus/Band Concert, 7 PM, TPC
10 High School Academic Awards Program, 1 PM
14       School Board Work Session, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC
17 MS/HS Choral Concert, 7 PM, TPC
21       School Board Meeting, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC
21-23 Canadensis, Grade 6 Outdoor Education Trip
25       MS Awards Ceremony, 8:45 AM, SFA
28 SCHOOLS  CLOSED, Memorial Day
31       LAST DAY KINDERGARTEN
31 LAST DAY GRADE 12

JUNE
2        Graduation Ceremonies
5 LAST DAY CLASSES (Grades 1 - 11)
11       School Board Work Session, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC
18 School Board Meeting, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC

JULY
Enjoy your Summer!

AUGUST
13       School Board Work Session, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC
20 School Board Meeting, 7 PM, Green Room, TPC
27       First Instructional Day
31 SCHOOLS CLOSED

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@GOCHAthletics

For Athletic Department
updates & news!

@camphillsd
For school announcements,
school delays or closings!

CAMP HILL’S MINI-THON RAISES $82,550 
TO CONQUER CHILDHOOD CANCER

Camp Hill students have amazed us once again by raising $82,550.73
for the 2018 Mini-THON.  Thank you to everyone who supported our
mission: Mini-THON’s Leadership team, advisors, students, teachers,
staff, administration, volunteers, donors, and the Camp Hill community.
The student leadership team held smaller events and fundraisers
throughout the year including Mini Mini-THON’s at Hoover and
Eisenhower which were huge successes.  This culminated in Camp Hill’s
3rd annual Mini-THON which took place from 7 p.m. on February 24th
to 7 a.m. on February 25th.  
At this year’s event, 215 High School students participated, up from
170 last year. Additionally, 115 Middle School students joined in the
event for an hour on Saturday night. More than 25 Middle School and
High School girls donated their hair to Wigs for Kids, donating approx-
imately 216 inches of hair.  Sean Bartolucci and Lily Jordan (2 of our
Four Diamonds students), and Ashlyn ( a Four Diamonds 4th grader)
attended the event and inspired us all night long!
The stduent leadership team worked all year long and without them,
this event isn’t possible.  The 2017-18 leadership team includes:
Overalls: Katy Collingsworth & Annie Newman
Morale: Megan Tomalis & Peyton Richter
Public Relations: Lulu Wilson, Kendal McCall, & Lily Jordan  
Technology: Alyssa Foerster & Holden DeFrank
Operations: Natalie Blanton & Anne Johnson
Hospitality: Jacob Nudel & Eliza Kuller
Special Events/Fundraising: Spencer Landis, Casey Booth, & Emma    
Corbin
Entertainment: Emily Morela, Ava Spitzer, & Kiana Cunningham
Registration: Mackenzie Davis & Sadie Schultz
Advisors: Corrine Bauman, Sue Smeltzer, Jackie Barr, Ashley Yeager, 
& Jeanine Dormer

A special shout out to Katy Collingsworth, Lulu Wilson, Megan
Tomalis, & Spencer Landis who were original captains for the first
Mini-THON and have been captains for all 3 years since this event
began.

A special thank you to Katy Collingsworth who started Mini-THON at
Camp Hill.  She has poured her heart and soul into CH Mini-THON and
we appreciate her vision and dedication!
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NEWS AROUND THE DISTRICT:
In January, students from Hoover Elementary dressed up•
to participate in Fine Dining Day.
Middle and High School students entered in the 2018•
South Central PA Scholastic Art and Writing Awards.  After
over 2,500 entries, 36 Camp Hill students won awards.
Congratulations to Ed Hans, Noah Kaplaniak, Mia
Pertschi, and Micah Springer who had their artwork hung
in the State Museum of Harrisburg.
Students from Hoover Elementary participated in a•
SOUPER Bowl Challenge where they collected 596 cans in
one week to help famillies in Camp Hill.
In February, Eisenhower Elementary students participated•
in a Mini-mini THON which was a huge success.  They
raised $6185.32 for the Four Diamonds fund.
Hoover and Eisenhower Elementary students were •
treated to an assembly with Jonathan Sprout who shared
his “American Heroes” concert.  Thanks to CHEPTO for 
support.
Camp Hill schools celebrated Read Across America Week•
from Feb. 26 - Mar. 2.  
On March 14th, the Boys Soccer team was honored at the•
state capitol by Representative Greg Rothman for winning
state championships in the fall.
In March, 4th & 8th grade students participated in Career•
Days where they heard from representatives of 
various industries.
On March 22nd, 6th grade students presented their •
experiments and lab reports at the 6th Grade Science Fair.
Camp Hill High School held it’s 2nd Annual International•
Fair in April.

CELEBRATING LION SUCCESS!
CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Middle School students who participated in the•
Cumberland County Band Festival in January: Olivia
Chapman, Dixie Dayton, Katie Drawbaugh, Cole Pynes,
Owen Conneley, Sam Wilkins, Robert Kozicki, & Diana
Deleon.
The 6 Middle School students who placed in the Capital•
Area Science and Engineering Fair.  Anna Lentz won 1st
Place, Grand Champion First Runner-up, category winner of
animal sciences and an invitation to enter the Broadcom
Masters competition.
The 18 High School students who placed in the Capital•
Area Science and Engineering Fair. April Pivonka won 1st
Place and Grand Champion in the Senior Division. The last
time a Camp Hill student won this award was 57 years ago.
April will move on to compete at ISEF in Pittsburgh; this is
the largest pre-college science fair in the world.
Apollo Awards Nominees: Outstanding Featured Performer•
in a Play - Jillian Batzler, Sydney Diggs, Cassidy Newell.
Outstanding Supporting Acress in a Play - Carissa Sanden.
Outstanding Lead Actress in a Play - Natalie Blanton.
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Play - Alex Conrad.
Outstanding Play - “Emma”.
The Quiz Bowl Team who won 1st place in the 2018 Penn•
State Spring Academic Bowl. Sydney Preston was CH’s best
player with a career best of 61.18 points per game.
The 26 inductees to the World Language Honors Society. A•
big shout out to Angela Burns for reaching the fourth year
level and beyond in Spanish, Latin, French, and German.
Alex Conrad and Jillian Batzler for their participation in•
the 2018 PMEA District 7 Chorus Festival.
Katy Collingsworth for receiving a Certificate of Excellence•
in the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards.
Angela Burns who is a 2018 National Merit Scholarship•
Finalist.
Noah Smeriglio who was chosen as the Sentinel’s Teen of•
the Week in February.
Sayed Sayed who earned student of the quarter at•
CPAVTS.
Casey Oberdick whose audition at the PMEA Region 5•
Band Festival ranked 1st in the region. She was selected to
participate in the 2018 PMEA All-State Concert Band.

The 9 student athletes who received Scholar of Distinction•
honors and were named to the 2017 Keith Waldman-
Optimal Performance Associates/NFHCA High School
National Academic Squad.
The Girls Basketball team who won District 3•
Championships for the 3rd year in a row.  
Luca Colestock who finished in 4th place at the state PIAA•
Class AA wrestling tournament. Luca is the first CH wrestler
in 29 years to medal at States.
Coach Gallaher for being honored as the District 3 2018•
AA Coach of the Year.
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HIGH SCHOOL FRENCH STUDENTS 
EXPERIENCE QUEBEC CITY

In February, 28 high school French students traveled to Quebec City
in Canada to apply their French speaking skills and experience the
culture and history of the area first-hand.  Students visited a Huron-
Wendat village, explored underground tunnels at Laval University,
learned what life was like as a soldier living in a Martello tower,
learned how maple syrup is made, and enjoyed traditional French-
Canadian food. Other highlights included a snowshoeing excursion,
tubing, tobogganing, cross country skiing, and ice skating.  Students
also had the unique opportunity to drive their own dog sled.
Thanks to the planning efforts of French teacher Annabelle Buehrle,
the trip was a successful and enjoyable experience.

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS #CHLIONPRIDE
Who’s got spirit? We’ve got spirit! The Camp Hill community is
bursting with Lion Pride and we need your help spreading this
message.  We’re asking students, staff, families, and community
members to take photos of themselves
sporting Camp Hill (or blue and white)
gear while on vacation this summer
and send them to us to share.  Tweet
photos using the hashtag
#CHlionpride or email them to 
mwert@camphillsd.k12.pa.us and
make sure to tell us your destination.
We will tweet/re-tweet and share 
pictures on our website.  Whether
you’re taking a day trip or traveling to
another country, let’s see where our
school spirit will go!      

HONOR OUR ELDERS PROJECT CONCLUDES
WITH A SPECIAL CONCERT

Eisenhower Elementary students performed a concert
on April 5th after spending the year interviewing, story
writing, and composing songs.  The full house included
grandparents, neighbors and community members as
well as students and their families.  This was the 
culminating event of the “Honor Our Elders” Project, a
multidisciplinary approach to learning.

The project involved students in grades 3-5 and started
in the fall with students conducting interviews of elder
relatives and community members.  Following the 
interviews, students wrote narratives and illustrated their
stories to create a keepsake for themselves and their
interviewee.  Music classes worked with Mrs. Dixon and
guest artists David and Jenny Heitler-Klevans, aka Two of
a Kind, to write a class song inspired by an interviewee’s
life experiences.  Students performed their original songs
at the concert where they were joined by Two of a Kind.
The stories and songs ranged from serious (growing up
in Greece during WWII) to light-hearted (flying hot air
balloons).  Guests at the concert, which included many
of the interviewees, enjoyed video excerpts of the 
interviews and a reception honoring the elders involved.

The project was funded by the Lion Foundation with
additional support from the Elementary Parent Teacher
Organization.  Congratulations to Mrs. Dixon, the 
students, staff, and a wonderful community for making
this project an enriching tradition for Camp Hill! 

A DAY OF ACTIVITIES SHOW STUDENTS THE 
IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL LITERACY

On March 6th, CHHS juniors and seniors attended Junior
Achievement’s Real Life Financial Literacy program.  The goal of the
program is to motivate students to understand the key issues 
surrounding personal finance and the importance of getting good
advice as you make these decisions.  During the day-long event, 
students participated in a series of activities and interacted with
business volunteers who shared their financial skills and 
backgrounds.  By the end of the day, students gained valuable 
information and resources to help develop financial literacy skills.



Camp Hill Girls Basketball Team Wins 3rd Straight District Title

On Tuesday, February 27th, the Girls Basketball Team won the District 3 Class AA Championship game
against Steel-High.  This is the team’s third consecutive win in the district final.  Camp Hill scored 69 points
which is the third highest score in a District 3 AA Championship game.  The team also made District 3 history
with the largest differential ever of 44 points in a championship game.  Congratulations to the Lady Lions!

Top L-R: Bridget Kane, Alyssa Foerster, Lexi Whitman, Ella Jack, Kendal McCall  Middle L-R: Emma Guerin, Allison Confair, Jocelyn
Dorsey, Katy Collingsworth, Diamond Bragg, Anne Johnson, Passion Bragg, Maddie Stalter  Bottom L-R: Bella Hoffer, Angela
Burns, Ava Brackett, Sheridan Reid, Julia Raich, Ashley Chrencik


